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ARKANSAS INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL

MINUTES

July 15, 2015
The State ICC call meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. by Chair, Frances Black. Amanda Smith conducted roll call. Eleven members/proxies were present which did constitute a quorum.

ICC MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chair, Frances Black, Darnall School in Pulaski County; Traci Harris, DDS Children’s Services Assistant Director; Co-Chair, Karen Lange, Arkansas School for the Deaf; Larry Stricklen, DHS, Office of Finance & Administration HR Manager; Yvonne Greene Proxy for Sandra Reifeiss, Arkansas Department of Education; Angela Traweek, Friendship Community Care; Robbie Lake, Proxy for Cecile Blucker, Division of Children and Family Services; Kim McCray Proxy for Shannon Loyd, Arkansas Department of Health and Infant Hearing; Tim Burbank, Faulkner Co. Day School; Brandy Parker, Parent; Angie Lassiter, Counseling Associates Family Support.
ICC MEMBERS ABSENT:  Nina Scaife, Education of the Homeless; Dan Honey, Insurance Governance; Frank Vega, Division of Behavioral Health; and Senator Stephanie Flowers, General Assembly, Tonya Williams, Division of Child Care & Early Childhood Education Director.
STATE STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Tracy Turner, First Connections Part C Coordinator; Amanda Smith, DDS Children’s Services/Interim ICC Coordinator; Carol Parker, DDS Children’s Services Data Manager; Ravyn Denton, First Connections Staff Development & Policy Coordinator.
Minutes

Frances Black called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance. Members reviewed the minutes from the January 21st & April 15, 2015 meeting. Frances Black called for a motion to approve the minutes, corrections and additions were amended. The minutes were approved. 
Financial Report:
Traci Harris presented the financial report and stated that the providers are doing well working within their budgets.
Initial Allocation FY’15: $1,832,357.38
Total Allocated in FY’15: $1,732,357.38
Remaining Balance: $100,000.00
Lead Agency Report:
Tracy Turner presented the Lead Agency report.  Tracy stated that Arkansas Part C had received the official funding notification from the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) on July 1, 2015. She said that this year’s award amount is $4,034,775.00. Tracy reported that Lead Agency staff; will continue to monitor program funding closely to ensure consistency regarding program appropriations. Tracy noted that Arkansas received their annual determination letter from OSEP on June 30, 2015. OSEP determined that Arkansas needs assistance in implementing the requirements of Part C of the IDEA. This determination is based on the data and information included in the Federal fiscal year (FFY) 2013 State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR). The 2015 determination is based on the data reported in the Annual Performance Report (APR) submitted on February 2, 2015. Arkansas’ percentage was calculated by adding 50 % of the State’s Results Score and 50% of the State’s Compliance Score. The States Results score includes child outcome data for children participating in Arkansas’ Part C program. 

Tracy expressed that OSEP identifies specific technical assistance or enforcement actions that the Department must take under specific circumstances for States that are not determined to “meet requirements.” If a State “needs assistance” for two consecutive years, the Department must take one or more enforcement actions, including, among others, requiring the State to access technical assistance, designating the State as a high-risk grantee, or directing the use of State set-aside funds to the area(s) where the State needs assistance. If a State “needs intervention” for three consecutive years, the Department must take one or more enforcement actions, including among others, requiring a corrective action plan or compliance agreement, or withholding further payments to the State. Any time a State “needs substantial intervention” the Department must take immediate enforcement action, such as withholding funds or referring the matter to the Department’s inspector general or to the Department of Justice.
Tracy also indicated upon receipt of notification from OSEP regarding the shift in their  monitoring priorities the Part C program began to realign to become more in compliance with OSEP’s new priorities.

Part C staff put in place new strategies that focus on improving the provider’s capacity to develop, strengthen and support improvement for the families that we serve. 
Old Business: 
Angela Traweek will take over as chair of the Primary Service Delivery Model sub-committee in Sandra’s absence.  Karen Lange will be added to this committee. It has been recommended that DDS, Medicaid, and Private Insurance come together to analyze regulations. 
New Business:

Carol Parker conducted a presentation on the 2015 Determination Matrix. Several items were presented to the council for recommendations and approval:

Motion #1: A motion was made by Tim Burbank to form a committee to write a letter to support First Connections in getting DHS/DDS Administration support in allowing the program to enforce the regulations and policies to ensure service providers are compliant. The motion was seconded by Larry Stricklen. Approval was unanimous. The committee will consist of Karen Lange- Chair, Tim Burbank, and Larry Stricklen. A letter will be developed by the committee and will be presented at the October meeting.

Motion #2: A motion was made by Karen Lange to accept the First Connections Fact Sheet. The motion was seconded by Robbie Lake. Approval was unanimous.  
News/ Events:

No news/events given

Local ICC Report:
Reports were not given
With no other items for discussion, Chairperson, Frances Black called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Larry Stricklen made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Robbie Lake seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 11:29 a.m.
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