
First Connections’ Process for Requesting Additional Funding to Serve New Referrals
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First Connections, Arkansas’ Early Intervention Program under IDEA, Part C, partners with parents and other caregivers to promote their capacity to support their child’s early learning and development.

Providers whose Part C allocation has been fully utilized to serve existing clients that receive new referrals may request funding to cover the developmental evaluation when there is no other pay source for this child/family to cover the cost of the evaluation.

Process to request additional funding to cover evaluation(s) on new referrals: 


(a) To obtain additional funding to cover the developmental evaluation, the provider submits:

· the information on the new referral
· information regarding family’s public or private insurance (or lack of)

(b) To receive additional funding to cover specialized evaluations in addition to the developmental evaluation, the provider also submits:

· the results of a screening tool such as the ASQ-3

· IFSP team explanation of why additional evaluations are needed/requested

Additional funding beyond a provider’s allocation to provide services to new referrals may be approved for IFSPs meeting program requirements/guidelines.  
Process to request additional funding to cover supports/services for new referrals: 

To receive extension of funding to cover EI services determined necessary to reach functional  IFSP outcomes, providers follow the process to “Request for Allocation Increase” posted on the First Connections’ Web site’s EIS Providers page:   

https://dhs.arkansas.gov/dds/firstconnectionsweb/#fc-eis-providers 
Request and accompanying information is sent to  tracy.turner@dhs.arkansas.gov[image: image2.jpg]
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