
DHS/COMMODITY DISTRIBUTION UNIT 

The Advisory Committee met 
in Little Rock at the Arkansas 
Dept. of Human Services, 
Donaghey Plaza South on 
January 24, 2008.  There 
were eighty-six (86) in atten-
dance which is up from last 
years sixty-four (64).  The 
input from everyone was 
greatly appreciated.  The fol-
lowing is a brief summation of 
areas covered during the 
meeting: 
Members were reminded to: 
use their DOD-Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetable funds before April 
15; report all changes via the 
Change & Report Form; report 
all food losses; mark and 
rotate food; check and record 
temperatures and complete 
inventories.  Participation in 
the direct shipment of com-
modities was discussed as a 
benefit to schools if they have 
adequate storage.  The Advi-
sory Committee voted to con-
tinue participating in the 
Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Pro-
gram.  The 2008-2009 FFV 
applications will be sent via e-
mail around the end of March.  
Call 1-800-795-3567 with any 
questions or problems con-
cerning the 

FFV Program. 
Processing commodities: It 
was stressed that before a 
school signs an order to proc-
ess some of their commodi-
ties, always check and com-
pare to make sure it is the 
best and most cost effective 
way of using your food and 
money.  If you sign an order to 
process, remember it is a 
legally binding agreement that 
must be upheld by your 
school.  The following proces-

sors are eligible to contact 
you:  Advance Foods, Alpha 
Foods, Bright Harvest, Con-
Agra Foods, Comfort Creek, 
Eastside Entrees, Horizon 
Foods, J.M. Smuckers, J.T.M. 
Food, Land O’Lakes, Mrs. 
Clark, Otts. Pierre, Sunny 
Fresh/ Cargill Kitchen, 
Schwan’s Food Service, Ty-
son, and Wawona Frozen 
Foods.  If you have any ques-
tions regarding processing 
call Rosalind Reams at 501-
371-1412. 
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COMMODITY EXPRESS 

MISSION: 
T O  E N S U R E  T H E  D E L I V E R Y  O F  Q U A L I T Y  H U M A N  
S E R V I C E S  T H A T  S T R E N G T H E N  T H E  H E A L T H  A N D  
W E L L - B E I N G  O F  A R K A N S A S ’  C H I L D R E N ,  F A M I L I E S  
A N D  A D U L T S .  

Voting during the Annual Advisory Committee Meeting in Little Rock. 



The Committee decided on 
the commodity products for 
School Year 2008-2009.  
These items are: A061 Green 
Beans, A110 Canned Corn, 
A130 Frozen Corn, A204 Po-
tato Rounds, A237 Salsa, 
A241 Diced Tomatoes, A243 
Spaghetti Sauce, A252 To-

mato Paste, A350 Apple-
sauce, A380 Strawberries 
Frozen Sliced, A409 Peaches 
Diced, A416 Peach Cups, 
A434 Pears Diced, A470 Fruit 
Mix, A515 Chicken Cut-up, 
A529 Turkey Whole, A537 
Turkey Roast, A548 Turkey 
Ham, A550 Turkey Deli 

Smoked, A563 Chicken 
Fajita, A608 Ground 
Beef, A672 Pork Roast, 
B027 Cheddar RD Fat 
Shredded Yellow, B037 
Mozz. Lumps Shredded, 
B064 Cheese Block 
P r o c e s s e d ,  B 0 6 5 
Cheese Sliced Proc-
essed, B088 Cheddar 
Yellow, B119 Cheese 
Blend Sliced Reduced, 
B142 Corn Meal, B233 
Flour, B351 Whole 
Wheat Flour, B505 

Rice, B545 Rice Brown 

25lbs., B664 Soybean Oil 
LSF, and B670 Vegetable Oil. 
The Committee voted not to 
order the following items:  
A086 Red Kidney Beans 
Canned, A210 Oven Potatoes, 
A220 Sweet Potatoes, A260 
Fruit Nut Mix, A382 Apricots 
Diced, A345 Apple Slices, 
A365 Cherries Frozen, A408 
Peach Slices, A417 Straw-
berry Cups, A507 Chicken 
Canned, A517 Chicken Diced, 
A568 Eggs Frozen, B445 
Oats, and B473 Peanut But-
ter.  
As Always, thank you for your 
time and input on this project. 

training experience.  While with the 
AR Office of Child Support Enforce-
ment she had the sole responsibility 
for the training/educational/media/
public affairs programs that was 
conducted by the department for the 
state of Arkansas.  She was a state 
and national trainer and speaker.  Her 
responsibility in these programs 
consisted of:  writing the programs, 
designing all forms, pamphlets, post-
ers, overheads, conference bags; 
promoting the programs by TV, ra-
dio, newspaper, posters and three 
statewide contests; speaking to a 
variety of audiences (Jr./Sr. High/
college teachers/students, Head Start 
parents, civic organizations, 
churches, conferences, judges, doc-
tors, community leaders etc.); train-
ing personal; and representing the 
department on several committees.  
She designed and drafted the AR 

Donna and her husband (of almost 
33 years), have three sons and three 
grandsons. They live in Austin 
(North of Cabot), and are originally 
from Mississippi but have been 
confirmed Arkansan for the last 29 
years. Donna holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree from Delta State University 
in Education and Art and double 
minor in social studies and psy-
chology.  She also attended Missis-
sippi State University for Women. 
She has taught 4th, 5th and 6th 
grades at the Greenville Mississippi 
Public Schools.  Donna has over 33 
years of work experience with a 
variety of state agencies, of which 
almost 29 years has been with the 
Arkansas Dept. of Human Services 
and the Arkansas Dept. of Finance 
and Administration.  She has al-
most 19 years of teaching and 

Financial Data Match Program before 
leaving the Office of Child Support 
Enforcement.  This included policy, 
procedures, forms, manuals media 
outreach, hiring staff, setting up and 
holding meeting with bankers and other 
financial CEOs in order to provide 
technical assistance. Donna has been a 
program reviewer and auditor for 6 
years with the AR Office of Child 
Support Enforcement and the AR Divi-
sion of Youth Services.  She has been 
with the DHS/DCO Commodity Distri-
bution since January of 2006 serving as 
a Commodity Distribution National 
School Lunch Program Coordinator 
and supervises the Accounting Techni-
cian, Document Examiner and the 
Transportation Specialist.  Donna al-
ways states  “I love working with my 
Schools; they always make my days 
interesting.  If you need help, just let 
me know.” 

Page 2  

C D U :  T R A I N I N G  I N  D A L L A S ,  T E X A S  

2 0 0 8  A N N UA L  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  
( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 )  

S P OT L I G H T :   DO N N A H E N D E R S O N  

cluded:  Child Nutri-
tion Block Funds, State 
Administrative Ex-
pense Funds and The 
Emergency Food As-
sistance Program.  
Those attending the 
meeting were represen-
tatives from the South-

west Region including: 
Arkansas, Louisiana, 
New Mexico, Okla-
homa, and Texas. 

On January 23-24, 
2008, Lynn Jackson, 
Charlene Williams and 
Jim Ponzini attended a 
Financial Management 
Training Seminar at the 
USDA Southwest Re-
gional Office in Dallas, 
Texas.  Topics in-

Mission: 

To ensure the delivery of  
quality human services 
that strengthen the 
health and well-being of  
Arkansas’ children, 
families and adults. 

Advisory Committee Lunch provided by 
Arkansas Commodity Processors. 
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COMMODITY EXPRESS 

 

pleted, signed and sent to 
Donna Henderson, Commod-
ity Distribution, AR Depart-
ment of Human Services, P O 
Box 1437, Slot S-337, Little 
Rock, AR 72203-1437.  A 
copy of the transfer must be 
maintained in both the trans-
ferring agency and recipient 
agency’s files for auditing 
purposes.  The original with 
(both signatures) must be 
mailed to the Commodity 
Office. 
Recently Donna sent out an e-
mail stating if you have an 

The Arkansas DHS/DCO Com-
modity Distribution Office 
allows you to transfer excess 
commodity food from one 
facility to another so that the 
food will be used before it 
goes bad or loses its quality.  
No credit will be given for the 
transfer.  The Arkansas DHS/
DCO Commodity Distribution 
Office requires pre-approval 
to transfer commodities from 
one school to another. Please 
call 501-371-1400 before all 
transfers. DCO-1816 Food 
Transfer form must be com-

excess of any commodities that 
you do not believe you can use 
within this school year and you 
would like to transfer it to an-
other school that can use it, let 
her know by e-mail what com-
modity, how many you are will-
ing to give away/transfer, and 
where you are located.  If you 
are interested in receiving any 
of the food, please call the facil-
ity's phone number and work 
out the transportation and 
transfer with them.  
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P R O C E S S I N G  S U M M A R Y  S C R E E N  

FI R S T AN N UA L FO O D SE RV I C E   
  DI R E C TO R AWA R D S 

R E V I E W E R ’ S  C O R N E R :  F O O D  T R A N S F E R S  

ning tool; and you may 
change it as needed.  Sec-
ondly, as you make final deci-
sions and place orders with 
processors, make sure that 
the information in ACDS 
matches what you actually 
ordered.  In early May, we will 
use that information to con-
firm the orders we receive 
from the processors.  This will 
insure that we don’t hold back 

PAL funds for something that 
you didn’t order.  If it is not in 
ACDS, we won’t allow the 
processor to reserve your PAL 
or enter the orders into ACDS.  
If you are not planning to 
participate in the Processing 
Program for the next school 
year, send an email to Rosa-
lind Reams letting her know.  
rosalind.reams@arkansas.gov 

The Processing Summary 
Screen in ACDS serves two 
purposes.  When you enter 
your best estimate of what 
you plan to process next year 
(SY2009);  you can easily see 
what your overall costs will be 
and this also lets our office 
know what, and how much 
processing you plan to do.  
This is not a commitment for 
products, just an early plan-

Alert 
 
Be looking for an e-

mail from Donna 
Henderson in 

upcoming months 
regarding what will 
be available to buy 
with the remaining 

Commodity PAL 
dollars you have. 

Starting this year, the Com-
modity Distribution Unit will 
be recognizing Food Service 
Directors and Cafeteria Man-
agers for their outstanding 
work in their profession.  The 
selection will be from within 
the State of Arkansas and 
chosen from each of the three 
(3) Commodity Field Reps 
region.  Each Commodity Field 
Rep will choose (1) Food Ser-
vice Director and (1) Cafeteria 
Manager from their region.  
The Commodity Field Rep will 
use criteria in the process by 
determining: 
A. Individual must hold the 

position of either Food 
Service Director or Cafe-
teria Manager for a mini-
mum of one (1) year.     

B.  The person or per-
son’s Institution must 
meet all requirements 
of USDA guidelines as 
determined by the 
Commodity Distribu-
tion Office. 

 
The selection process has 
been on-going throughout 
the year with information 
compiled by each Commod-
ity Field Rep during their 
Annual Commodity Re-
views.  

After all schools have been 
reviewed, a selected commit-
tee will make a final determi-
nation of who will be this 
year’s recipient.  Stay tuned 
as we spotlight the winners in 
upcoming editions. 

 



Donaghey Plaza South 
700 Main Street 
P.O. Box 1437, Slot S337 
Little Rock, AR  72203-1437 

DHS/COMMODITY 
DISTRIBUTION UNIT 

CO M M O D I T Y DI S T R I BU T I O N UN I T 
 

L Y N N  J A C K S O N ,  M A N A G E R                                     5 0 1 - 3 7 1 - 1 4 0 2  
 
D O N N A  H E N D E R S O N ,  N S L P  C O O R D I N A T O R                5 0 1 - 3 7 1 - 3 0 1 3  
 
M I K E  L E W I S ,  T E F A P  C O O R D I N A T O R                         5 0 1 - 3 7 1 - 1 4 1 1  
 
G A R Y  S T O C K T O N ,  S E N I O R  P R O G R A M  A N A L Y S T             5 0 1 - 3 7 1 - 1 4 0 0  
 
C H A R L E N E  W I L L I A M S ,  A C C O U N T I N G  T E C H N I C I A N  I I     5 0 1 - 3 7 1 - 1 4 0 1  
 
R O S A L I N D  R E A M S ,  P R O C E S S I N G  C O O R D I N A T O R  
  F I E L D  R E V I E W  S U P E R V I S O R        5 0 1 - 3 7 1 - 1 4 1 2  
 
M A R I L Y N  C R E D I T ,  C O M M .  F I E L D  R E P  C E N T R A L  A R      5 0 1 - 3 7 1 - 1 4 1 3  
 
S H I R L E Y  N I C H O L S O N ,  C O M M .  F I E L D  R E P  N O R T H  A R    5 0 1 - 3 7 1 - 1 4 0 6  
 
J I M  P O N Z I N I ,  C O M M .  F I E L D  R E P  S O U T H E R N  A R       5 0 1 - 6 8 3 - 6 9 6 4  
 
C A R R I E  C O L E Y ,  D O C U M E N T  E X A M I N E R  I I        5 0 1 - 3 7 1 - 1 4 0 9  
 
L I N D A  G R A M L I N G ,  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  S E C R E T A R Y  I I      5 0 1 - 3 7 1 - 1 4 0 0  

Phone: 501-371-1400 
Fax:  501-371-1410 
E-mail: James.Ponzini@arkansas.gov 

This Newsletter is sponsored 
by: 

COMMODITY RECIPE 

Don’t forget to enter your 
inventory at: 

https://acs.arkansas.gov 

OATMEAL FRUIT/NUT COOKIES 
144 servings 

  Weight    Measure 

Ingredients 
Sugar   3 lb    ……… 

Margarine   1 lb      …….. 

Eggs, Whole,Frozen 1 lb     …….. 

*Nonfat Dry Milk  ……..      1 cup 

*Applesauce, canned  1 lb    ……. 

*Flour   1 lb 8 oz    ……. 

Baking Soda   ……..    2 tsp 

Salt   ……..    2 tsp 

Cinnamon   ……..    1 Tbsp 1 tsp 

Nutmeg   ……..    2 tsp 

*Oats   2 lb 8 oz    ……. 

*Trail Mix   1 lb 10 oz    ……. 

Directions 
1. Beat the sugar and margarine in mixer bowl with a paddle attachment until fluffy. 

2. Add eggs and mix on medium speed for 1 minute, until smooth. 

3. Blend in the applesauce and reconstituted nonfat dry milk. Mix for another minute on medium speed. Scrape sides of bowl. 

4. Add the flour, baking soda, cinnamon, nutmeg, and salt. Mix on low speed until blended, about 2 minutes. 

5. Add oats and trail mix and blend for 30 seconds on low speed. Scrape down sides of bowl. 

6. Portion with level #30 scoop (2 Tbsp), 20 cookies per greased sheet pan, 18” x 26” x 1”. 

7. Bake in conventional oven at 350°F for 18-20 minutes or convection oven at 325°F for 10 to12 minutes, until lightly browned. 

*Commodities are in Bold. 
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